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February was Career and 
Technical Education Month!

Teaming UP
Industrial Electonics and Robotics  

Welding Technology
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Heartlands Industrial Electronics and Robots class is 
teaming with the Welding class to create battlebots.  
Battlebots are autonomous robots that will “Sumo 
Wrestle” each other for the satisfaction of the winning 
group to claim a championship.  Students from Matt 
Adam’s Industrial Electronics and Robots class are 
teaming up with Jack Holley’s Welding class to create, 
design, and fabricate robots.  The robots will contain 
simple motors, microprocessors (coded to create 
the robot’s movements during the competition) and 
sonar sensors (to locate and eliminate the opponent’s 
robots).    

Once the pairs have designed and drawn their robots, 
they then collaborate with Heartland’s Welding 
class.   Students from the welding class will read the 
design blueprints, enter it into a CNC program to cut 
out the individual parts, and then assemble it.  This 
cooperation of both engineering and welding helps 
all students to consider each other’s ideas and leads 
to increased conceptual understanding and problem-
solving skills, a highly valued skill in today’s workforce.  
The end result will be a fun day spent battling for a 
title of battlebot champion. The real winners will be 
all the students who increased their ability to work 
through the many issues that will arise as they take an 
idea from a design to creation.

Each February we recognize the value of Career 
and Technical Education (CTE), which provided an 
important pathway to success for high school students.  
CTE offers high school students’ opportunities to 
explore career interests, expand their income potential 
and excel in the workforce.  According to the US 
Department of Education, 8 years after their expected 
graduation date, students who focused on CTE courses 
in high school had higher median annual earnings 
then students who did not focus on CTE.  There are 30 
million jobs in the United States that Do Not require a 
bachelor’s degree and pay a median salary of $55,000 
or more.
 
Here at Heartland, we are preparing students for 
careers in current and emerging professions.  The 
opportunities for students at Heartland to gain skills 
that will lead directly to high earning potential right 
here in the counties they live in is visible as we send 
students out daily to job sites and work locations.   
Our students have built their resumes, proceeded 
through the interview process and now are working in 
locations from the Zimmer Biomet, CFC Distributors, 
and Parkview just to name a few.  
Many of these students will 
have the opportunity to accept 
a full-time position with their 
current employer once they 
graduate from their high schools, 
all because of the skills and 
opportunity brought to them by 
Career and Technical Education at 
Heartland.

Joseph Moon 
(Left), Treyton 
Wright (middle) 
Industrial 
Electronics.

Xavier Miller, 
Welding 
Technology, welds 
their design into a 
creation.
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Dylan Hopkins and Triston Kirkwood sign on with 
CFC Distrubutors in Roann.

Name:  Dylan Hopkins
Home School:  Peru High School 
Program of Study:  Welding Technology
Company:  CFC Distributors 
Representative: Brad Fleck

Participants in the Thursday, Feb. 25, State Earn and Learn (SEALs) event pose with the 
official SEAL certificates, earned by Heartland Career Center. Featured are, from left: former 
student AJ Stinger, former student Shelby Grumpp, former student Sam Green, HCC Director, 
Mark Hobbs, HCC Internship Coordinator Brian Evans, HCC Principal Jon Higgins, HCC 
Board President David Terflinger, and Regional Director of OWBLA Matt DeGolyer. 

Name:  Triston Kirkwood
Home School:  North Miami High School 
Program of Study:  Welding Technology
Company:  CFC Distributors 
Representative: Brad Fleck

Heartland Career Center SEAL Program
Heartland Career Center 
was honored by Indiana 
Work-Based Learning and 
Apprenticeship with seven 
certified State Earns and 
Learns (SEALs) in 2021. These 
honors recognize Heartland 
programs that include an 
educational component and 
on-the job training compo-
nent.   SEALs programs focus 
on employer needs, while 
helping our students develop 
employable skills.  Heartland 
Staff and former students were 
present at last month’s event to 
receive the certifications.
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